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Edward FitzGerald’s Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám: 
A Famous Poem and Its Influence
Edited by William H. Martin and Sandra Mason

Edward FitzGerald’s Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám: A Famous Poem 
and Its Influence presents the texts of the three main versions of Edward 
FitzGerald’s Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám (the first, second and fourth 
editions) as they were first published, together with the poet’s original notes 
and prefaces. Offering readers the chance to evaluate each of FitzGerald’s 
alternative texts as a whole, this new compendium provides insight into how 
the poet annotated his verses, revised key lines and stanzas, and presented his 
work for public consumption.

An accompanying commentary discusses the lives and work of Khayyám and 
FitzGerald, and tells the fascinating story of the publication of the Rubáiyát 
and its rise to great fame and popularity. Featured analysis examines the 
poem’s message, its worldwide influence since its first publication and its 
continuing relevance in the twenty-first century. Further discussion also 
highlights the wide range of adaptations inspired by the text, and investigates 
the enduring contribution made by the Rubáiyát to English literature, art and 
music, from the time of its creation through to the present day.

‘This is the best volume now available on FitzGerald’s solicitous intelligence 
as translator and poet, his impleached arts of living and language, his sexual 
and religious ambivalences. Combining sensitive and sensible practical 
criticism with painstaking material and social histories of influence, it 
should attract further explorations of the alien vision and “new world of 
feeling” offered by the Rubáiyát’s conciliation of cultures.’ 
—Dr Christopher Decker, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Despite being one of the most popular and widely known poems in the 
world, Edward FitzGerald’s Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám has suffered 
much neglect at the hands of the academic establishment. This volume, 
based on a conference in Cambridge in 2009, celebrates the 150th 
anniversary of the poem’s first publication (1859) and the bicentenary of 
the birth of FitzGerald (1809). It sets out to address the critical disregard, 
and explores the reasons behind the poem’s dual reception. Investigating 
the literary, textual and cultural contexts to which it belongs, this collection 
of essays locates the Rubáiyát within its contemporary intellectual milieu, 
unveils the key figures that helped create its global celebrity, and discusses 
the vigorous afterlife it has enjoyed.
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